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Flashpoints 
Baghdad, Beiji, Tikrit, Kirkuk, Haditha, Karbala, Ramadi  

The following highways and routes should be considered extremely hostile: 
The route from Saudi Arabia to Baghdad has been dangerous in recent days  
The route from Syria to Mosul in the north of Iraq has also proven dangerous in the past week 
The roads from Baghdad to Fallujah have reopened although they remain extremely dangerous. 
A number of checkpoints have also been erected on the routes and are being manned by both 
Coalition Forces (CF) and the Iraqi police. 
The Baghdad to Amman Highway remains particularly dangerous and should be avoided if at all 
possible. 
The route to Baghdad International Airport (BIAP) is extremely dangerous. Restrictions have 
been applied to this route.  

While these routes have been highlighted, it should be noted that transit throughout Iraq is 
dangerous and no route can be guaranteed as being safe. 

Projections 

Following the announced withdrawal of the Philippine military and police presence in Iraq, further 
hostage taking can be anticipated.  Although the Philippine force was small its participation in the 
“coalition of the willing” was nonetheless significant.  Further attacks by militants seeking to push foreign 
forces out of Iraq will occur in the coming days and weeks.  These will most likely target foreign 
nationals, from states that are perceived to be susceptible to militant pressure or who are going through 
an electoral process. 

It is clear that the Iraqi administration of Iyad Allawi has focused on targeting insurgents, terrorists and 
criminals.  The transitional government of Iraq has made clear that it will react harshly towards those 
who continue to carry out attacks and incidents of violence.  This is likely, certainly in the short to 
medium term, to ensure further bloody clashes between Iraq’s security forces and militants.  Personnel 
are reminded that Iraq’s security apparatus is a highly attractive target to militants and criminals no 
matter their political objectives and as such caution and vigilance should always be demonstrated in 
their presence. 

In particular, violence could occur on 17 July to mark the anniversary of the rise to power of the Ba’ath 
Party in 1968.   

Summary 

The 14 July, the anniversary of the overthrowing of the monarchy in 1958 commonly known as Republic 
Day, passed comparatively peacefully with only the car bombing in Baghdad possibly marking the 
event.  Nevertheless, attacks still occurred across Iraq particularly in the north and northern central 
region. 

Iraq’s oil infrastructure has been damaged once again in the past 48 hours in northern Iraq.  The refusal 
of some Asian oil companies to dock in the south to export oil because of security concerns is worrying, 
especially given the threat they are acting upon may not have been made in the first place (see below). 

The specific targeting of Iraqi police, government officials and Iraqis deemed collaborators by militants 
has continued in the past 48 hours.   

Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) have remained a favoured weapon of insurgents throughout the 



country and IED attacks have often been followed by Small Arms Fire (SAF).  Information received 
suggests an increasing sophistication in weaponry, particularly bombs.  Explosive devices constructed 
by person(s) with evident training have been uncovered. These magnetic bombs are attached to the 
underneath of vehicles and set on timers to detonate.  It is imperative that all personnel check their 
vehicles thoroughly (inside and out).  Sources indicate that the devices are blast only and while 
armoured vehicles may withstand the blast, the vehicles’ electrical circuit would not and personnel could 
find themselves trapped. 

Areas of continued concern 

• All facilities relating to the energy industry in Iraq remain at risk of attack, including offices and 
vehicles.  Personnel are also at risk.  
• It is feared that Mosques are potential hot spots for demonstrations, and possibly suicide and 
other explosive attacks in the coming days and weeks.   
• Hotels remain at risk of attack, particularly those providing residence to Western personnel, 
including those in the ‘Green Zone’, despite increased security . 
• Police stations, local government and Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) facilities continue 
to be the target of demonstrations and suicide attacks. 

The following other buildings and facilities are consistently at risk:  

• Any building, element of infrastructure or machinery involved with the reconstruction effort 
(particularly the energy industry)  
• Coalition facilities of all nationalities (inhabited by contractors, NGO workers, diplomatic and 
military personnel)  
• Civic buildings, particularly police stations, diplomatic offices and those of NGOs and media 
organizations  
• Any convoy/vehicle carrying personnel from the media/NGOs or indeed contractors and 
diplomatic staff is at risk of attack at all times. 

This email is intended for the sole use of the subscriber, who has agreed to abide by the terms 
and conditions of subscription, as specified here.

This is an abridged version of AKE’s Iraq Security Briefing.  The full version is 
sent out on Tuesdays and Thursdays and is available to subscribers.  For a free 
14-day trial please contact intel@akegroup.com
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For more in-depth analysis of the security situation in Iraq as well as other world hot spots see Global 
Intake, AKE’s online strategic information and intelligence tool. 
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We also provide training and intelligence to assist with ISPS code compliance. 
For further details please telephone: +44 (0)20 7816 5454 

If you are experiencing any problems accessing Global Intake or have any comments with the site 
please email globalintake@globalintake.com. Please note Global Intake is only available to subscribers. 
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disclaim all responsibility and accept no liability (including in negligence) for the consequences of any 
person acting, or refraining from acting, on such information prior to the receipt by those persons of 
subsequent written confirmation. In particular (but not by way of limitation) AKE Ltd disclaims all 
responsibility and accepts no liability for any e-mails which are defamatory, offensive, racist or in any 
other way are in breach of any third party's rights, including breach of confidence, privacy or other 
rights. If you have received this e-mail message in error, please notify the security administer 
immediately by e-mail to security@akegroup.com. Please also destroy and delete the message from 
your computer. Any form of reproduction, dissemination, copying, disclosure, modification, distribution 
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