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Flashpoints 

Baghdad, Fallujah, Ramadi, Basrah, Kirkuk, Samarra. 

The following highways and routes should be considered extremely hostile: 

• The roads from Baghdad to Fallujah have reopened although they remain extremely 
dangerous. A number of checkpoints have also been erected on the routes and are being 
manned by both Coalition Forces (CF) and the Iraqi police. 

• The Baghdad to Amman Highway remains particularly dangerous and should be avoided 
if at all possible.  

• The route to Baghdad International Airport (BIAP) is extremely dangerous. Restrictions 
have been applied to this route.  

• Routes in the vicinity of Najaf and Karbala should be avoided as should those around al-
Kut 

• Kirkuk and the surrounding area remains dangerous and personnel should stay clear 
While these routes have been highlighted, it should be noted that transit throughout Iraq is 
dangerous and no route can be guaranteed as being safe. 

Projections  

Kidnapping is likely to continue and it is by no means guaranteed that hostages will be released without 
harm.  Despite the fact that it appears that the US Marine, Wassef Ali Hassoun has been freed, as has 
a Pakistani national, it should not be assumed that insurgents snatching foreigners are becoming more 
lenient. Indeed, both of the last two individuals freed were Muslims and while attacks in Iraq have often 
targeted Muslim Iraqis, the brutal nature of execution preferred by the captors and the individual nature 
of each case would have likely caused outcry across the Islamic world.  This is not to say that every 
Muslim captured will escape the fate of other captives. 

The sporadic use of vehicle-borne Improvised Explosive Devices (VBIEDs) and suicide car bombings 
over the past few weeks is likely to increase in frequency.  Indeed, a large-scale planned operation may 
be afoot given that the last large co-ordinated attacks (24 June) took place after a similar pattern of 
sporadic vehicle-related attacks.  

Violence could occur on 14 and 17 July because of the anniversary of the overthrowing of the monarchy 
in 1958, commonly known as Republic Day and the coming to power of the Ba’ath Party in 1968 
respectively.  The 14 July may also see some increase in activity against the British presence in the 
south of the country as it was the British that held mandate in Iraq in the early part of the last century 
and who put King Faisal I on the thrown in 1921.  Furthermore, an increase in the activity of the Former 
Regime Loyalists (FRLs) can be anticipated on 17 July.  

Although speculative, it is possible that 14 July may witness a symbolic or actual attempt to overthrow 
the caretaker government by hostile elements in Iraqi society in commemoration of 14 July 1958 when 
the ‘imposed monarchy’ was overthrown. 

Summary 

The past 48 hours have been relatively quiet across Iraq although a number of significant incidents did 
occur, not least a large-scale gun battle in central Baghdad between insurgents and Iraqi and US 
forces.  A suicide car bombing resulted in the death of a number of people in the central region, while 
another car bombing was prevented by security forces in the capital. Another foreign worker has been 



seized by insurgents and threatened with death.  In addition, the usual array of attacks and violent 
incidents have persisted and IEDs have been a continued favourite weapon.    

Areas of continued concern 

• All facilities relating to the energy industry in Iraq remain at risk of attack, including offices and 
vehicles.  Personnel are also at risk.  
• It is feared that Mosques are potential hot spots for demonstrations, and possibly suicide and 
other explosive attacks in the coming days and weeks.   
• Hotels remain at risk of attack, particularly those providing residence to Western personnel, 
including those in the ‘Green Zone’, despite increased security . 
• Police stations, local government and Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) facilities continue 
to be the target of demonstrations and suicide attacks. 

The following other buildings and facilities are consistently at risk:  

• Any building, element of infrastructure or machinery involved with the reconstruction effort 
(particularly the energy industry)  
• Coalition facilities of all nationalities (inhabited by contractors, NGO workers, diplomatic and 
military personnel)  
• Civic buildings, particularly police stations, diplomatic offices and those of NGOs and media 
organizations  
• Any convoy/vehicle carrying personnel from the media/NGOs or indeed contractors and 
diplomatic staff is at risk of attack at all times. 

This email is intended for the sole use of the subscriber, who has agreed to abide by the terms 
and conditions of subscription, as specified here.

This is an abridged version of AKE’s Iraq Security Briefing.  The full version is 
sent out on Tuesdays and Thursdays and is available to subscribers.  For a free 
14-day trial please contact intel@akegroup.com
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AKE's Intelligence Department regularly provides private, focussed reports on a range of 
political and security issues to suit our clients’ needs.  If you would like to discuss your 
requirements or receive a quote please contact intel@akegroup.com or +44 (0)20 7816 5454. 

AKE risk ratings 

mailto:intel@akegroup.com
mailto:intel@akegroup.com


For more in-depth analysis of the security situation in Iraq as well as other world hot spots see Global 
Intake, AKE’s online strategic information and intelligence tool. 
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We also provide training and intelligence to assist with ISPS code compliance. 
For further details please telephone: +44 (0)20 7816 5454 

If you are experiencing any problems accessing Global Intake or have any comments with the site 
please email globalintake@globalintake.com. Please note Global Intake is only available to subscribers. 

This communication contains information which is confidential and may also be privileged. It is for the 
exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and is not intended to be relied upon by any person without 
subsequent written confirmation of its contents. Furthermore, the content of this e-mail is the personal 
view of the sender and does not represent the advice, views or opinion of AKE Ltd. Accordingly AKE Ltd 
disclaim all responsibility and accept no liability (including in negligence) for the consequences of any 
person acting, or refraining from acting, on such information prior to the receipt by those persons of 
subsequent written confirmation. In particular (but not by way of limitation) AKE Ltd disclaims all 
responsibility and accepts no liability for any e-mails which are defamatory, offensive, racist or in any 
other way are in breach of any third party's rights, including breach of confidence, privacy or other 
rights. If you have received this e-mail message in error, please notify the security administer 
immediately by e-mail to security@akegroup.com. Please also destroy and delete the message from 
your computer. Any form of reproduction, dissemination, copying, disclosure, modification, distribution 
and/or publication of this e-mail message is strictly prohibited. AKE Ltd (Company Number 2558662) 
trading address is Mortimer House, Holmer Road, Hereford, HR4 9TA, UK. Tel: +44 (0)1432 267111 
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